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ransCanada tries to dispel safety concerrs have spilled much more frequently
surrounding its tar sands pipelines, but thq than il pipelines in the U.S. even

company’s rhetoric hasn't t reality. ;[/Cr?ii%hra(i:saensa(rj:: ;é’:t‘]fé? IZ yrs‘f(;’;’]‘zr
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RHETORIC: In its 2006 pipeline risk assessment for the U.S. Sta _ o
Department permit application, TransCanada predicted that Keyston SR IRZUESNVCRUEYRRuIITY)

would see one spill in 7 years. gallons of crude spilled from a
ruptured pipeline operated by

REALITY: ere have been 12 spills in 1 year. Plains Midstream Canada in the
Canadian boreal forest. It was

RHETORIC: In 2008, TransCanada claimed that Keystone would be bui Alberta’s worst spill in 35 years,

with “state-of-the-art design features.” killing wildlife and aecting the

. health of residents in a nearby town.
REALITY: Last year, the company was ordered to dig up about a doz4

sections of Keystone pipeline a er government-ordered tests indicate From 1990 to 2005, there were
that defective steel may have been used. more than 4,700 spills of crude
oil, synthetic crude and other
RHETORIC: Aer the 11th Keystone spill, TransCanada claimed that hydrocarbon liquids.
Keystone was shut down nine minutes a er it was detected. TransCana
spokesperson Terry Cunha said: “We are demonstrating that the pipeli
system is safe by showing that our leak-detection system is working a
is outlined to”

REALITY: A North Dakota state investigation later found that the time
lag was in fact 45 minutes. A local landowner reported seeing crude
shooting from the pipeline above trees while Keystone operators were s
analyzing leak-detection data.

RHETORIC: A TransCanada spokesman has claimed that “the pipelin
is operating safely... what we've had are incidents at our pump stations

REALITY: Tar sands crude spills occur in all parts of a pipeline. In Jul
2010 an underground pipeline operated by Canadian rm Enbridgé
spilled nearly 1 million gallons of tar sands oil into a 30-mile stretch g
Michigan's Kalamazoo River, killing plants and wildlife, and sickening
over 500 residents who su ered from headaches, respiratory proble
and nausea due to exposure
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